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Thirsty work  
 

A Highway Patrolman waited outside a popular biker bar, hoping for a bust. At 
closing time everyone come out and he spotted his potential quarry. The man 
was so obviously inebriated that he could barely walk. He stumbled around the 
parking lot for a few minutes, looking for his motorcycle. After trying his keys on 
five other bikes, he finally found his own bike. He sat on his motorcycle in a 
good ten minutes, as the other patrons left. He turned his lights on, then off, 
and again on and off. He started his engine and pull forward into the grass, 
then stopped. Finally, he pulled out onto the road and started to drive 
away. The patrolman, waiting for this, turned on his lights and pulled the man 
over. He administered the breathalyzer test, and to his great surprise, the man 
blew a 0.00.  The patrolman was dumbfounded. "This equipment must be bro-
ken!" he exclaimed. "I doubt it," said the man, "You see, tonight I am the desig-
nated decoy... I haven't had a drink all day!"  
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From the Editoré. 
 
Firstly, I must apologise for the lateness of this edi-

tion. Wanted to wait until we had our meeting with Grant 

Dorrington and then time just got away from me.  

 

Well, our meeting with Mr Dorrington was well attended, 

best turn out Iôve seen in months actually. I feel this 

meeting gave many people the opportunity to get a better 

understanding of the role of the Road Safety Council, and 

Mr Dorringtons role in particular.  

 

There were a number of pertinent questions asked and 

hopefully Mr Dorrington now has a better understanding of 

what our concerns, as motorcyclists, are.  

 

Just a reminder folks that the AGM is fast approaching 

and all the committee roles will be up for re - election. 

If really is a worthwhile experience and if you feel you 

have something to offer make sure you get your nomina-

tions in one month before the July AGM. Nomination forms 

will be available at the May and June meetings.  

 

With the wet weather fast approaching opportunities to 

enjoy being out riding are going to be rare so I encour-

age all of you to get out there while you can. There are  

a number of great rides coming up so hope to see you out 

there.  

 

And donôt forget the Numbat is coming up soon! 

 

Well thatôs it for this edition, until next time. 

 

K 
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Presidents Report 

 
Hi Guys I hope this newsletter finds you all in good health. 
 
We have had a busy couple of months since the last newsletter. 
 
I am sorry to let you know that Mel Culley has resigned from the committee 
as his work load has become huge, but he will still be around and I hope to 
catch up with him on a ride soon. 
 
Following a bad accident on Greens Hill near Dwellingup I contacted the 
Main Roads Dept. to complain about the lack of action since our meeting with 
them on this section of road that cost a man his life a year earlier. They 
agreed to meet with me on Greens Hill (six of them showed up) and as a re-
sult are looking to replace or modify the barrier rail that is causing all the inju-
ries. So I will keep you posted on their progress. But as they deliberate Annie 
Collins is still in Shenton Park Hospital and it has been four months since her 
accident. (Try and keep your spirits up Annie) 
 
We had Grant Dorrington the Chair of Road Safety Council at our last Gen-
eral meeting and I would like to thank everyone who turned up and asked him 
to explain his role and the Governments role on motorcycle safety. 
 
I was asked last week if I would like to attend State Parliament as Hon. John 
McGrath MLA was addressing Parliament about motorcycle safety in general 
and asking for representation on the Road Safety Council for motorcyclists. 
He made some good points and is a man who is serious about road safety. 
The reply from Hon John Kobelke was positive but he was not in favour of 
having a motorcycle representative on the RSC but said he would look to set-
ting up group similar to the Victorian Motorcycle Advisory Council. So we will 
have to wait and see if this goes anywhere. 
 
Karina OôMalley and I are heading over to Canberra to attend the federal Mo-
torcycle and Scooter Safety Forum. This is a great initiative by the Federal 
government to look at setting up a motorcycle strategy that the States can 
use as a model. They are having experts on motorcycle safety from around 
the world speaking to motorcycle groups, manufacturers, police, main roads 
dept and Government road safety groups from all states in Australia. This is 
by far the most important forum held on motorcycle safety for 20 years. As an 
added bonus the Office of Road Safety and the Road Safety Council have 
offered to pay for my air fare and accommodation. And we thank them very 
much. It is also good to know that they value the MRAWA opinions high 
enough to make this generous offer. 
 
After a interview that I had with the ABC last week in which I criticised the 
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RAC for not properly representing motorcyclist as the community rep on the 
Road safety Council I was contacted by Rhod Pearson from the RAC (also a 
MRAWA member) to ask on behalf of the RAC Road Safety Council rep what 
our grievance was. I pointed out to Rhod as a example that the RAC was not 
sending anyone to Canberra to attend the Motorcycle and Scooter Forum 
even though I know for a fact that they had been invited, so how can they be 
interested in motorcycle safety. As a result of our conversation they have had 
a rethink and are now sending Rhod to Canberra as their representative. 
 
So now we have three MRAWA members going to the forum, I would also 
like to point out that we are the only Western Australian motorcycle group 
invited to attend the forum. 
 
Following on from the Federal Governments forum the Western Australian 
Government will be holding a similar forum in Perth in May and we hope to 
have six or seven guys at that forum. 
 
Our Annual General Meeting is to be held on Monday 29th July and I know it 
is a long way off but I would like you to give some thought to joining us on the 
Committee to help run the MRAWA and keep on top of some of the exciting 
things that are happening to motorcycling at the moment. All positions are 
open for nomination and we can only go forward with a strong dedicated 
team. 
 
Thatôs it for me. Ride safe and I hope to see you on a MRA ride soon 
 
Dave 
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